The Nile Waters
the Sennar Dain for the irrigation of the Gezira, covers
also the use of pumps for lift irrigation throughout the
Sudan, a number of which are operated by Government
and by private enterprise. The right to water a certain
area, varying with the season of the year, had been granted
by the Egyptian irrigation authorities in the years follow-
ing the reoccupation. The agreement of 1929 provides
that for any excess over these areas, occurring during
the season of shortage, compensation water shall be given
from the Sennar Reservoir on a specified scale. This
provision places lift irrigation by pumps on the same
footing as the major irrigation development in the Gezira.
During the season of shortage the total abstraction of
water for both purposes, with the addition of all reservoir
losses, must not exceed the volume which has been stored
in the reservoir during the preceding flood season. Control
of these arrangements is maintained through what is
known as the water consumption account. This shows
the volume of water at the Sudan's credit at the begin-
ning of each season, with a running account of all subse-
quent debits for losses in the reservoir, water drawn off
into the canal, and the compensation water for pumps.
So long as the closing balance is in the Sudan's favour
the provisions of the agreement have been observed. At
the present stage of development this condition is fulfilled
with a substantial margin.
Further development of irrigation in the Sudan, on a
scale greater than can be met from this margin, would
call for the provision of additional storage. For this
purpose Lake Tsana would serve as a reservoir if the
necessary permission can be obtained from the Ethiopian
Government.
Egypt has important irrigation interests in the upper
waters of the Nile, in connection with which the Ministry
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